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Turf’s up: FIFA looks back on
10 years of its
Quality Concept for Football Turf
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FIFA began implementing quality assurance measures for
football turf in 2001. Principal among these is the FIFA Quality
Concept for Football Turf, which safeguards the highest quality
standards and ensures football can be played on first—class
pitches through the ‘FIFA Recommended’ quality marks (1
STAR/2 STAR) and the FIFA Preferred Producer initiative. World
football’ s governing body can now look back on 10 years, which
have seen increasing acceptance of high—quality football turf
among players, associations, communities and industry.
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FIFA RECOMMENDED Football turf pitches first appeared in
France and the Netherlands in 2001. Since the completion of the
first two FIFA—certified football turf pitches, the number of new
installations has risen sharply year on year, reaching 273 in 2010,
and FIFA expects the number of new FIFA Recommended football
turf pitches to pass the 400—mark in 2011.
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The range of FIFA Recommended pitches extends from many
community and training pitches to top arenas such as the Estadio
Omnilifie in Mexico and the Color Line Stadium in Norway, whose
football turf pitch has been successfully tested and re—certified
three times since its installation. The 1,000 milestone was reached
in January 2010 with the installation of the FIFA Recommended 2-
star pitch in the Estadio Ricardo Saprissa Aym @ in Costa Rica.

FIFA =7 ASBEIM — 2R AR AT LUK GR 2 B 037 Y R 2 —
BERIFE, MBI Estadio OmnilifieERBRNEE F415
B, BNRERNE, BFTEHEIGEZMINIEIDT IR H = REiT
FH#H ., FHEIARMAYEstadio Ricardo Saprissa Aym aZiEHIFIF AT
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Quality control

The key to the success of modern football turf concepts is clearly
the high quality of the products a key factor in their high acceptance
on the market. For example, the Dutch Football Association (KNVB)
uses FIFA Recommended football turf pitches to stage top-tier
Dutch league matches. Similar commitment is shown by the
producers, with the number of licensees having increased from four
to 30 over the past 10 years. What is more, over the same time period
the average number per year of pitches installed per licensee has
soared fromone to 10.
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FIFA responded to the demand for a full quality guarantee by
introducing the FIFA Preferred Producer initiative in 2009. The five
FIFA Preferred Producers who implement this quality concept, which
covers everything from planning to installation and maintenance,
should be the first choice of any football turf purchaser with an eye on
quality. Quite simply, the Quality Concept ticks all the boxes. With
independent testing institutes, consistent further development of the
football turf concepts and providers that meet the highest quality
standards, FIFA is on course to implement its mission to develop the
game, touch the world and build a better future.
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Sorry to hear about the passing of Steve Jobs.A great creative leader.
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